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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 4448 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MPOL, NATO, NL 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED REDUCTIONS IN NETHERLANDS ARMED FORCES 
REF: LONDON 13408 

EMBASSY HAD NOT BEEN AWARE OF MASON/PEYNENBURG MEETING 
REPORTED REFTEL. IN FACT, VISIT TO LONDON FO SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF DEFENSE MINISTRY (SENIOR CIVIL SERVANT) PEYNENBURG 
WAS UNKNOWN TO US. WE HAVE SOME DOUBT WHETHER MEETING WAS 
ALL BRITISH ARE MAKING IT OUT TO BE SINCE MACDONALD DID NOT 
SEEM TO BE AWARE (USNATO 4490) OF "COMPREHENSIVE PREVIEW" 
(LONDON 13408), WHICH TOOK PLACE ON THIS OCCASION, NOR OF THE 
APPLICATION OF "THE OLD STICK". ALSO, HUNTER EARLIER SEEMS 
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NOT TO HAVE BEEN AWARE (LONDON 13133) OF THIS DISCUSSION. 
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IN ANY EVENT WE SUPPORT EMBASSY LONDON’S SUGGESTION FOR HIGH- 
LEVEL FOLLOW-UP. ANY REPROACH FROM CURRENT BRITISH GOVERNMENT, 

EVEN IF MUTED, IS LIKELY TO LEAVE MARK ON DUTCH SOCIALIST 
LEADERS. 

GOULD 
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